[The impact of research and development on hospital performance - an empirical analysis in the English hospital sector].
The aim of the present study is to investigate empirically whether research and development (R&D) in hospitals positively affect their economic and clinical performance. For this purpose, data on R&D (external grants, research projects, publications) and on hospital performance (risk-adjusted mortality, patient satisfaction, official quality rating, annual surplus, turnover per bed, waiting times) were collected in the context of English acute health-care delivery and analysed using multiple regression analyses. Empirical results suggest a positive relationship between R&D and clinical performance, but do not support the existence of such a relationship between R&D and economic performance. The results suggest that, in the hospital sector, R&D are aimed primarily at achieving clinical goals, whereas economic goals are only of secondary relevance.